SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE, CHAIRMAN

TED STEVENS, ALASKA JOSEPH |. LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT
GEORGE V. VOINOVICH, OHIO CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN

NORM COLEMAN, MINNESOTA DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAII

TOM COBURN, OKLAHOMA THOMAS R. CARPER, DELAWARE
LINCOLN CHAFEE, RHODE ISLAND MARK DAYTON, MINNESOTA
ROBERT F. BENNETT, UTAH FRANK LAUTENBERG, NEW JERSEY
FETE DOMENICI, NEW MEXICO MARK PRYOR, ARKANSAS

JOHN WARNER, VIRGINIA

MICHAEL D. BOPP, STAFF DIRECTOR AND CHIEF COUMNSEL
JOYCE A. RECHTSCHAFFEN, MINOARITY STAFF DIRECTOR AND COUNSEL

The Honorable Condoleezza Rice
U.S. Department of State

2201 C Street N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Madam Secretary:

Anited States Senate

COMMITTEE ON
HOMELAND SECURITY AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6250

April 27, 2006

On April 12th, you met with Teodoro Obiang Nguema, President of Equatorial Guinea.
At an appearance with him you stated: “Thank you for your presence here. You are a good
friend and we welcome you.” No mention was made at this press conference of the many
concerns that the United States has with his corrupt and brutal regime. Instead, a photograph of
your shaking Mr. Obiang’s hand and smiling broadly appeared in publications around the world,
and I'm afraid it will be used to legitimize his regime.

Although Equatorial Guinea is the third largest oil producer in Africa and has the second
highest per capita income in the world, it ranks 121* on the United Nations’ Human
Development Index. According to a 2002 State Department report, there is “little evidence that
the country's oil wealth is being devoted to the public good.” Mr. Obiang professes to support
democracy, but he took power by coup nearly thirty years ago, his opponents have been jailed
and tortured, and his most recent 2002 election was condemned by the State Department as
“marred by extensive fraud and intimidation.” The State Department has been highly critical of
his regime’s human rights abuses, use of torture, and culture of corruption.

[n 2004, the U.S. Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations held the enclosed
hearing on “Money Laundering and Foreign Corruption: Enforcement and Effectiveness of the
Patriot Act.” It detailed, in part, how President Obiang has personally profited from U.S. oil
companies operating in his country, used offshore shell corporations to open bank accounts here
in Washington, and made large deposits, including cash deposits of as much as $3 million at a
time, in transactions suggesting strongly that the funds were the proceeds of forei gn corruption.
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The photograph of you and Mr. Obiang will be used by critics of the United States to
argue that we are not serious about human rights and democratic reforms in a country with
substantial oil wealth. T urge you to take action (o let the international community know that the
United States acknowledges and continues to condemn Mr. Obiang’s corrupt and brutal tactics,
and will continue to press for fiscal, democratic, and human rights reforms in Equatorial Guinea.

Sincerely,

éal Lo _

Carl Levin
Ranking Minority Member
Permanent Subcommiittee on Investigations
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